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Introduction 
I would like to thank the board members for allowing us time to present the case for why 
we believe an Early Voting Polling Place on the campus of Western Carolina University 
is a critical asset to our community.  
 
From what I understand, you all will not be thinking about the polling places until late 
July, and do not actually vote until September; however, we thought it best to present 
this earlier rather than later to give the board members plenty of time to contemplate the 
positive impact this polling place could have on the community at large.  
 
It is important to glance at the past in order to plant the seeds for November. In March, 
the Andrew Goodman Foundation, the nonpartisan organization for whom I work, and 
the Center for Service Learning, the nonpartisan office where Dr. Lane Perry is director, 
combined forces in order to provide a shuttle to the polling place. The sole polling place 
for our precinct was at the Jackson County Recreation Center, and unfortunately getting 
there for some students can be quite challenging.  
 

● Assuming there would be no wait time to vote, it would take about two 
hours for a student to walk round trip from campus to the Rec Center, 
walking with no sidewalks. However, there were reports from students 
waiting over three hours to cast their ballots on Election Day. The EVPP 
at WCU would eliminate that wait for lifelong community members and 
students alike.  

● Only about half the students, according to WCU parking statistics, have 
cars here on campus with which to drive themselves. 

● There is no public transportation either. 
● Even with the shuttle, students had to dedicate about an hour to making it 

to the shuttle, voting, and coming back. Students only have about fifteen 
minutes between classes, and when those classes or work schedule 
coincided with the shuttle times, it was very difficult to find time to go.  

 
Unfortunately, though we combined resources, we were only able to operate for a few 
hours, over the course of a few voting days. While we were able to reach about 425 
students, at a school with a population over 10,300, that is hardly a dent.  
 
Jackson County has a population of about 41,000 people. The student population at 
WCU is over 10,300 and close to 1,500 faculty and staff. Although a few of those do not 
necessarily live in Jackson County, it is important to understand that a vast majority of 
them live right here in Sylva and Cullowhee and deserve to have their voices heard in 
elections.  
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The highest voter turnout among students at WCU was 51 percent in 2012. Our goal for 
this year is to have that number reach at least 75 percent, if not higher. Our students on 
both sides of the aisle have demonstrated they care deeply about these issues, and 
studies show that when the elections are brought to the people, they are more likely to 
be informed, engaged, and prepared to vote.  
 
This is shown very clearly at Appalachian State University. In Watauga County for the 
March primary 45 percent of voters voted at ASU’s voting site--this was after bringing 
back a polling place which had previously been removed. Even A.B. Tech in Asheville is 
on the books to have an early voting polling place. Colleges and universities are hubs of 
concentrated residents, and to bring the ballot to them just makes sense.  
 
Regarding the funding, we know the county commissioners are on board and this 
initiative is already on the proposed budget for 2016-17. Everything else not covered by 
the county, including building space and parking, has been covered and possibly 
donated by the university. Dr. Perry will cover this in more depth here in a few minutes.  
 
I thank you again, and now I will hand it over to some students who would like to share 
with you their personal stories of why this community would be energized by an early 
voting polling place on the campus of Western Carolina University.  
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Jackson County Board of Elections Approves WCU Polling Place 

 
The University Center at Western Carolina University (WCU) is the proposed location of the newly 
approved early voting polling place (EVPP) for the November election. This action, aimed at increasing 
voter engagement on WCU’s campus, comes after months of research, organizing, and lobbying by 
students working with the Andrew Goodman Foundation (AGF) and Campus Vote Project, collectively 
known as the Democracy Coalition. 
 
On May 31st, the students led by AGF Ambassador Joanna Woodson and advised by Dr. Lane Perry, 
presented their case to the Jackson County Board of Elections. One registered Democrat, one registered 
Republican, and one unaffiliated student, gave testimony to the Board for why they believed an EVPP 
was a necessary addition to the campus. The Democracy Coalition gathered over 1,000 signatures from 
students, faculty, staff, and community members to show the depth of community support for the action. 
The initiative also gained support from North Carolina State Senator Tom Apodaca, an alumnus of 
Western Carolina, and North Carolina State Representative Joe Sam Queen, as well as upper 
administration at the university. 
 
“I am so excited to have a polling place on campus because it eliminates all the problems that kept 
students from voting before—the distance, the travel time on the shuttle, the issue of finding time 
between classes and work. This even helps with the voter ID issue. If students forget their ID in their 
dorm, they don’t have to go through all the trouble to make several trips,” said junior social work 
student Jill Reynolds.  
 
WCU students make up 25 percent of Jackson County voters, and vote at a percentage higher than the 
general population of North Carolina. In 2012, the university saw its largest turnout in history, with 51 
percent of the student body participating. By working with the county to bring the polling station to 
campus, the Democracy Coalition hopes to not only make voting more accessible to all constituents but 
also surpass its record voter turnout by aiming to increase participation to over 75 percent. 
 
About The Andrew Goodman Foundation 
Andrew Goodman and two of his contemporaries were young adults committed to equality, voting rights 
and social justice—they died fighting for those very commitments during Freedom Summer 1964. 
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Established to continue Andy’s legacy, The Andrew Goodman Foundation inspires through a story that 
touches diverse Americans—Jews and Christians, young and old, blacks and whites—and empowers 
young people to fully participate in the democratic process. Join our journey to inspire more young 
people to pursue social change work, activate the important lessons of the past, and sustain today’s 
effective social action. To learn more, visit www.AndrewGoodman.org  
 
About the Campus Vote Project 
The Fair Elections Legal Network (FELN) is a national, nonpartisan election reform organization 
working to remove barriers to registration and voting for traditionally underrepresented constituencies 
and improve election administration. FELN’s Campus Vote Project (CVP) works with universities, 
community colleges, faculty, students and election officials to reduce barriers to student voting and 
helps campuses institutionalize reforms that empower students with the information they need to register 
and vote. www.campusvoteproject.org 
 

 
Dr. Lane Perry, Mick Cauthen (I), Joanna Woodson, Ronnie Davia (D), Connor Hickey (R) 

Jackson County Board of Elections meeting and presentation May 31, 2016. 
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