
2021 Program Achievement Highlights



VOTER REGISTRATION

Clark Atlanta University Increases Voting Rate On Campus 

Problem: Because a large percentage of the student
population in the Atlanta University Center is from
out of state, Andrew Goodman Ambassadors at Clark
Atlanta University (CAU) must be aware of voter
registration deadlines and absentee ballot application
processes across the country.

Solution: The Clark Atlanta University Campus Team
tabled on National Voter Registration Day (NVRD) and
registered 91 students to vote. Ambassadors were
able to use CAU's my.VoteEverywhere page to help
students navigate the voter registration and absentee
ballot application process for their particular states.
The Andrew Goodman Foundation’s resources made
it possible for our Ambassadors to properly educate 
their peers on their specific states and eliminate any voter confusion or apathy.

Impact: In 2021, Clark Atlanta University received an award from the ALL IN Campus
Democracy Challenge for the Highest HBCU Voting Rate Increase of the year. The
impact that our Ambassadors have had in creating consistent voter registration
opportunities—and making a pathway for students to turn out to vote—is evidenced
through this prestigious recognition.

Simpson College Institutionalizes Classroom Voter Registration 

Problem: In the past, Simpson College
Andrew Goodman Ambassadors have
asked every professor of the mandatory
first-year classes to allow Ambassadors to
come in to deliver a brief presentation and
give every incoming first-year student the
opportunity to register to vote. However,
they recognize that this past success relies
on professors to opt-in.

Solution: Ambassadors saw an opportunity
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to make their first-year presentations permanent when the College began their
curriculum reviewal process in Summer 2021. They reached out to the curriculum
committee and made a formal proposal to center the curriculum around civic
engagement and incorporate first-year presentations as a mandatory feature of first-
year professors’ syllabi. This ensures that presentations will be uniform in length,
content, and that all first year students will receive voter registration information.

Impact: The curriculum committee was receptive to the Ambassadors' advocacy and
incorporated their suggestion in time for the Fall 2021 semester. As a result, Andrew
Goodman Ambassadors do not have to persuade professors to allow them to make a
presentation, nor do they have to condense important information into a presentation
that is too short to be effective. Now, Andrew Goodman Ambassadors are able to
deliver a comprehensive presentation, including registering voters, in every mandatory
first-year class. This guarantees that 100% of the first-year class has at least one voting-
related touchpoint.

St. Lawrence University Increases Voter Registration Rate

Problem: When college students come to
campus for the first time, many of them are
first-time voters. Registering to vote,
requesting an absentee ballot, becoming
an active citizen, and so much more can be
complicated and overwhelming, especially
for students who are already experiencing
so much change. Without institutional
support to overcome these hurdles,
students are more likely to sit out
important elections, forums for their input, 
and other means of being active citizens in their communities. 

Solution: The Andrew Goodman Campus Team at St. Lawrence University recognized
the need to equip first-year students with robust civic and voter education on voter
registration, voter participation, and civic engagement opportunities on their campus.
To do so, the team launched and continues to expand their first-year program, which
enables Ambassadors to enter classrooms and give voter registration and education
presentations to their peers.  

Impact: The impact of this programming and investment in St. Lawrence’s first-year
community cannot be overstated. By engaging students early, the Campus Team is able
to foster an environment where students are empowered to become lifelong voters 



and active members in their communities and in our democracy. The impact of
engaging St. Lawrence students can be observed in the major progress and growth in
both the university's voter registration rate and voting rate of registered students.
According to St. Lawrence University’s 2020 NSLVE Campus Report from the Institute of
Democracy and Higher Education, the percentage of voting-eligible students who
registered to vote increased by 13.8% from 2018 to 2020. According to this same
report, St. Lawrence had an 87% registration rate on their campus in 2020.
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CIVIC & VOTER EDUCATION 

Spelman College Hosts "The Future Of Georgia" Event
 

Problem: After the youth-fueled momentum of the
2021 Georgia Senate Runoff Election, legislators
proposed two bills that would restrict and
disenfranchise Georgia voters. The bills revived
Georgia’s dark history of voter suppression and racial
discrimination. This fueled our Andrew Goodman
Ambassadors at Spelman College to educate
themselves and other students about the measures
being taken to limit the right to vote in Georgia.

Solution: On October 22, 2021, the Spelman College 
 Campus Team hosted an event entitled “The Future
of Georgia” in Sister’s Chapel. The purpose of this
event was to introduce students to candidates from

the upcoming general election, emphasize the importance of voting in smaller
elections, and give students a platform to advocate for themselves or others. Our
Ambassadors partnered with several on campus organizations, including but not
limited to Spelman Young Democrats, Spelman NAN, Spelman NAACP, Ignite, Spelman
Fair Fight U, and the Social Justice Program. The event welcomed 114 attendees and
allowed students to receive community service credit for attending.

Impact: This event encouraged more students to get involved in civic engagement and
social justice matters on campus. Our Ambassadors spoke to several First Year
Experience classes, a course that all students are required to take, and provided
students with general election updates, the importance of voting in general elections
and how it directly impacts their experience at Spelman, and opportunities to be a
leader in the social justice atmosphere on campus. 
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University Of California-Berkeley Engages STEM Students 

Problem: After examining national trends and their
own campus voter turnout data, Andrew Goodman
Ambassadors at the University of California-Berkeley
noted lower voting rates among STEM students. With
a significant population of STEM students enrolled,
Ambassadors knew they needed to make a concerted
effort to increase voting access and information
among STEM students.

Solution: The Campus Team created an event called
CivHacks, a hackathon created to bridge the gap 
between STEM students and civic engagement, as well as increase voter turnout among
STEM students. During the 48-hour event, participants created new applications and
projects which would help increase civic engagement and efficiency. At the end of the
event, the top two regular and top two beginner track teams had the opportunity to
discuss their idea with California State Controller Betty Yee.

Impact: We will continue to see the impact of CivHacks over time, as it will take several
rounds of voter turnout data to analyze improvement. However, CivHacks has become
a source of great excitement and participation on campus, indicating its success in
generating momentum around voting within the STEM student community.

GOTV

Georgetown University Makes Absentee Voting Accessible 

Problem: Representing every state in the
country, a majority of students at
Georgetown University are from out-of-
state. This means that Georgetown Votes,
to which our Andrew Goodman
Ambassadors belong, must tailor their
initiatives to 50 different states. Because
the majority of students vote absentee by
mail, it is paramount that the student body
has access to the resources necessary to
mail in their ballots.
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Solution: Georgetown Votes launched their Voter Dropbox Program in collaboration
with the School of Foreign Service Dean’s Office, the Georgetown Scholarship Program,
and student groups such as the Corp and La Casa Latina. Through this program they
set up voter dropboxes and pre-stamped envelopes in accessible locations for students
to mail voter registration and absentee ballot request forms. 

Impact: The impact of the Voter Dropbox Program on Georgetown’s campuses is
profound. No matter where a student is registered to vote, they are able to cast their
ballots with ease and with strong support from their campus. According to Georgetown
University's 2020 NSLVE Campus Report from the Institute of Democracy and Higher
Education, the percentage of eligible voters who voted increased from 61% in 2016 to
79.4% in 2020. 

Pace University Makes Election Day A Campus Holiday

Problem: Without the institutional support of their
administration, students often face high hurdles to
turning out the vote on Election Day. Classes and
exams, club meetings, and university mandated
events can all become obstacles. Pace University was
no exception. That's why our Andrew Goodman
Ambassadors stepped in.

Solution: In Spring 2021, Pace University Andrew
Goodman Ambassadors worked hard to move their
Election Day resolution through the Student
Government Association (SGA) and onto their Faculty
Council's voting agenda. Andrew Goodman
Ambassadors met with the President of the SGA and
spearheaded efforts to get the Legislating Body votes
needed to pass their resolution on to the Faculty Council. The council voted in their
favor! Beginning Fall 2023, Election Day will officially be an "asynchronous instruction
day." Classes will not meet in real time, which will allow students the flexibility needed
to get to the polls.

Impact: The Ambassadors' efforts will ensure increased access to the ballot on Election
Day for their 12,835 peers. Not only will students be able to vote without worry of
academic penalty, but they will also be able to engage in many other meaningful
democratic activities. Students will have the opportunity to become and recruit poll
workers, organize GOTV drives, and encourage peers to serve their community.
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Problem: Every time students move
on campus and their address changes,
they must re-register to vote. The
North Carolina A&T State University
(NCAT) Andrew Goodman
Ambassadors have identified this as a
problem for students' access to the
polls and want to advocate for
automatic re-registration every time a
student moves. 

YOUTH VOTING ADVOCACY

North Carolina A&T State University Advocates For Auto-Registration

Solution: NCAT Ambassadors are contacting their local Board of Elections to correct
this issue. In the meantime, the Campus Team has been extremely aggressive with
their voter registration goals and tactics to ensure that no student is unable to vote.
They hosted a silent party on National Voter Registration Day. The Ambassadors
registered close to 1,000 students and got students engaged in an extremely creative
way that will influence them to come to future events. 

Impact: The ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge awarded the North Carolina A&T
State University Campus Team with the Highest HBCU Voter Registration Rate for the
2021 year. This award demonstrated their growth over the last year. Their goal for 2022
is 100% voter registration and turnout!

University Of Alabama Helps Citizens Restore Their Voting Rights  

Problem: In their civic engagement work on campus and in the surrounding
Tuscaloosa community, Andrew Goodman Ambassadors at the University of Alabama
have become aware of a significant population of disenfranchised voters who have past
felony convictions and have fulfilled their eligibility to restore their voting rights. The
voting restoration rules for people with felony convictions have been largely hidden
and made inaccessible, and the platform for restoring one’s voting rights costs money,
imposing a financial barrier to restoration.

Solution: Andrew Goodman Ambassadors saw an opportunity to use the financial
resources, knowledge, and people power of their team and their university to run a 



re-enfranchisement campaign. One Andrew
Goodman Ambassador applied for a grant
opportunity for the project and was selected to carry
out the campaign. Using grant money to cover the
costs of the re-enfranchisement platform, Andrew
Goodman Ambassadors will train their peers and
community members on who is eligible to restore
their voting rights and how to use the platform. They
will then run clinics in the surrounding community to
help as many people as possible restore their voting
rights, and will continue the campaign into the future
through a website that will connect disenfranchised
community members with trained students. 

Impact: The re-enfranchisement project is unfolding
now, but there is no doubt that with the resources and people power of the University
of Alabama, the Andrew Goodman Campus Team and their peers will be able to help
many residents restore their voting rights over the course of the coming semesters. As
elections can come down to just a handful of votes, and our democracy works best
when there is full participation, this will no doubt have a significant impact on voter
turnout and individual voters’ empowerment.

The Andrew Goodman Foundation is pleased to present these program achievement
highlights from the 2021 calendar year. Our Andrew Goodman Vote Everywhere program is

currently operating on 85 college and university campuses in 26 states and Washington,
D.C., and working closely with 230 Andrew Goodman Ambassadors and 142 Andrew

Goodman Campus Champions who continually divide, conquer, and prove themselves to be
torchbearers of a just and equitable democracy. 

 
Our organization is immensely proud of the work of our student leaders and

advocates on-the-ground and excited to uplift these examples of their incredible 2021
success stories.


