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Louisiana State University Students Successfully Advocate for Voter 
ID Legislation  
 
Problem: In 2016, the Vote Everywhere campus team realized that student IDs in Louisiana did 
not meet the standards set by the state legislature for voter ID. This created a barrier for 
students who did not have a driver’s license or passport.  
 
Solution: After conducting extensive research, 
the Vote Everywhere campus team partnered with 
a state representative to commission and lobby a 
bill requiring all public four-year institutions of 
higher education in Louisiana to make student IDs 
comply with voter ID requirements. The team 
garnered government and community support 
through petitions, social media campaigns and 
coalitions.  
 
Impact: The bill, supported by campus 
administrators including the President, state 
officials, and community members, became law in 
2016, making voting more accessible to approximately 139,000 Louisiana state students. The 
University has issued an estimated 13,000 – 15,000 voter-friendly IDs to students to date. Since 
2016, the team has further enhanced civic engagement on campus by institutionalizing voter 
registration, spearheading the President’s LSU Vote Initiative during election years, and 
informing the President’s 2018 Symposium, Behind the Ballot. 
 
Vote Everywhere Leads Big 10 Voting Challenge at University of 
Wisconsin – Madison 

 
Problem: Between 2012 and 2016 voter turnout 
among University of Wisconsin – Madison students 
decreased by 4.3%, from 53.1% to 48.8%.  
 
Solution: In 2018, the Vote Everywhere campus 
team led student engagement in The Big 10 
Challenge, a competition which used university 
rivalries to promote voter turnout during the Midterm 
Election. The team planned and executed campus-
wide celebrations of National Voter Registration Day, 
organized VoteFest, a week-long celebration of voter 
education and early voting, and ensured that the 

administration provided voter ID printers at all 7 campus polling places on Election Day.  
 
Impact: While the results of The Big 10 Challenge are not yet in, 92% of pre-registered voters in 
the City of Madison voted in the Midterm Election. The Campus Champion expects to see an 
increase in the student voting rate in the University’s 2019 National Study on Learning, Voting, 
and Engagement (NSLVE). Additionally, at least 500 students and likely hundreds more, utilized 
the printers to get free voter IDs on Election Day.   
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Vote Everywhere at Western Carolina University Secures Early-Voting 
Site 
 
Problem: WCU students were assigned to a polling site 1.5 miles away, with no sidewalks or  
public transit. Only 50% of WCU students had access to a personal vehicle.  
 
Solution: The Vote Everywhere campus 
team researched relevant laws with 
community partners to ensure the WCU 
campus complied with requirements to have 
an early-voting polling site. The team 
mobilized community support via a petition 
(>1,000 signatures in a week) and organized  
letters of support. The team lobbied campus 
administrators and both Democratic and 
Republican Congresspersons for 
endorsement. An early-polling site was 
approved by the Board of Elections after the 
campus team’s presentation.  
 
Impact: Over 2,500 people voted at the WCU site in the 2016 election, with 570 being same-
day registrants voting for the first time. 

 
 
University of Central Arkansas Secures On-campus Polling Place and 
Campus Coalition 
 

Problem: UCA joined Vote Everywhere in Spring of 
2018 and in that same semester, UCA lost their on-
campus polling site. 
 
Solution: The new Vote Everywhere campus team 
brought together interested parties on campus to  
advocate as a united group to bring back the polling 
site. UCA’s President was brought in to the group’s 
work and led the campus efforts to engage with the 
Election Commission to reinstate the polling place 
after meeting some minimum requirements.  
 

Impact: After the polling place was reinstated for the Midterm Election, with Vote Everywhere’s 
support, the team helped to institutionalize the coalition, now known as the Bears Vote 
Coalition. This coalition now focuses on enhancing student voter engagement efforts, with the 
Vote Everywhere team as ranking members.  
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University of Alabama Vote Everywhere Students Remove Modern-
Day “Poll Tax” 
 
Problem: In 2016, students had to pay $60 per semester 
to have an on-campus mailbox. This made access to the 
absentee ballot difficult and costly for students who were 
unable to vote in-person at the polls.  
 
Solution: The Vote Everywhere campus team proposed 
a cost-free system where students could use their mail 
stop code to receive an absentee ballot through the 
Campus Mail Center, without having to purchase a 
mailbox. The plan was approved by the Tuscaloosa 
County Registrar, but was met with resistance from 
campus administrators and the mail center. The students 
partnered with Fair Elections Legal Network to 
demonstrate the rarity and potential illegality of 
University’s absentee mailing system.  
 
Impact: Administration approved the proposal, allowing 
over 1,200 UA students to receive absentee ballots at no 
cost and vote absentee during the 2016 election.  
 
 
 
Miami Dade College and University of Florida Advance Voting Rights 
 

Problem:  Nearly 1.5 million Floridians with prior 
felony convictions lacked equal voting rights in 
Florida.  
 
Solution: The Vote Everywhere campus teams 
at the University of Florida and Miami Dade 
College advocated for equal voting rights for 
Floridians with prior felony convictions. Our 
Ambassadors joined forces with the Say Yes to 
Second Chances Campaign and successfully 
helped collect enough petition signatures to put 
voting rights restoration as an amendment on 
Florida’s 2018 election ballot. 
 

Impact: The Felon Rights Restoration Amendment, which our Vote Everywhere campus teams 
helped get on the ballot in 2018, passed with overwhelming support. The amendment will 
restore the right to vote for nearly 1.5 million Floridians with prior felony convictions. 
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Binghamton University Students Strengthen Campus Democratic 
Engagement Culture 
 
Problem: Binghamton University’s campus is spread 
across three voting districts. As a result, students 
were required to re-register every time they moved to 
new a residence hall.  
 
Solution: The Vote Everywhere campus team 
proposed a system of districting students 
alphabetically by last name, rather than by residence 
hall. Though students still needed to re-register, the 
BOE accepted the proposal and created an easy form 
to re-register students, simplifying the process. 
 
Impact: The new system has simplified voter 
registration for the entire student body (approximately 
16,000) for the last three years. More recently, Vote 
Everywhere developed a pre-populated registration 
form to reduce student registration errors and 
integrated voter registration into New Student 
Orientation.  
 
 
SUNY Stony Brook Leads in Voter Registration and Student Civic 
Engagement 
 

Problem: The Vote Everywhere campus team found 
it difficult to register students to vote during non-
election years. 
 
Solution: Between June 2015 and December 2016, 
the Vote Everywhere campus team led a successful 
effort to institutionalize voter registration under the 
philosophy that “all new students should have an 
opportunity to register to vote before their first day of 
classes.” Vote Everywhere Ambassadors, supported 
by a cadre of volunteers, registered students on the 
spot using paper forms.  
 

Impact:  As a result, over 12,000 students were successfully registered to vote during the 18-
month period. This includes the registration of 2,008 students over a 14-day period in 2017. 
Additionally, during the 2016 Presidential Election, Stony Brook University achieved a voter 
turnout rate of 86% at its on-campus polling site, which was the highest voter turnout rate of any 
polling site in the nation for the Presidential Election. This success laid the foundation for 
institutional support for the Center for Civic Justice, which is co-directed by a former Vote 
Everywhere Ambassador and seeks to cultivate, develop and empower active and engaged 
students who positively contribute to the betterment of their communities. 
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Georgetown University Takes Voter Education and Registration to 
New Levels 

Problem: A majority of Georgetown students come 
from outside the D.C. area and therefore rely 
heavily on voting by absentee ballot to directly 
elect their representatives.  

Solution: The Vote Everywhere campus team 
institutionalized university partnerships to advance 
voter registration and education. The team was 
able to secure a voter registration link in the New 
Student Orientation application, used by all 
incoming freshman and transfer students. Next, 
with the Office of Federal Relations, and the 
Associate Vice President of Federal Relations in 
particular, the team successfully implemented a campus-wide email initiative to alert students to 
upcoming election deadlines and reminders for both the 2018 primaries and 2018 midterms. 
Lastly, the team partnered with the Office of Residence Life to put pre-stamped envelopes and a 
voter Dropbox in each Residence Hall on campus, as well as in academic buildings. 
 
Impact: Each student at Georgetown received an individualized email with detailed information 
about the upcoming election in their home state. Over 500 registrations were collected and sent 
out through the Dropbox system alone. The team continues to leverage its institutional 
partnerships to expand its reach on campus.   

Alabama A&M Students Move Quickly to Institutionalize Voter 
Registration 

Problem: The Vote Everywhere campus team 
learned that many Alabama A&M students were 
being registered to vote incorrectly, and thus were 
turned away at the polls.  
 
Solution: The Vote Everywhere campus team 
instituted a registration training process for all new 
team members and potential volunteers, working 
with the Campus Champion and Board of 
Registrars. Next, the team secured buy-in from 
first-year orientation professors as well as the 
Student Government Association to incorporate 

voter registration into first-year courses.  
 
Impact: The Vote Everywhere campus team, along with the SGA President and Vice President, 
successfully institutionalized voter registration into first-year orientation courses in time for the 
upcoming Midterm Election. This semester alone, the team has registered about 1,250 voters 
which represents around 78% of the first-year class.  
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Vote Everywhere Builds Life-long Civic Leaders 
 

 
of respondents to the Spring 2018 Ambassador Survey said that Vote Everywhere 
contributed to their personal leadership development 
 

 
of respondents to the Spring 2018 Ambassador Survey said that Vote Everywhere 
contributed to a commitment to sustain their current civic and community 
participation 

 
 
of respondents to the Spring 2018 Ambassador Survey said that Vote Everywhere 
contributed to their future educational or career choices 
 

 
 

DANIELA ALVAREZ 
Vote Everywhere Alumna, Miami Dade College – North Campus 
 
“As a future immigration attorney, AGF has aided the development of my leadership 
and communication skills while igniting an even bigger desire within me to make a 

difference in my community and be civically aware of our political process.” 
 
 

MICHAEL BLICHAR 
Vote Everywhere Alumnus, Kutztown University 
Kutztown Borough Planning Commission 
Candidate for State Democratic Representative in the 187th Legislative District of 
Pennsylvania 

 
“There’s a lot of correlation between the Ambassadorship and what I am doing now… telling 
people about the issues, hearing their concerns, and empowering them to hit the polls.” 
 
 

ALLEN COON 
Vote Everywhere Alumnus, University of Mississippi 
 
"So much of who I am intellectually and morally is due to the Foundation’s teachings 
and training. You equipped me with the tools to transform this strange, complicated 

world we call home, and instilled in me the principles of justice, equity, and freedom.” 
 
 

ABREE DOMINGUEZ 
Vote Everywhere Alumna, University of San Francisco 
Project Manager, Government Relations Department, Google Inc. 
Mentor, USF Votes and the Leo T. McCarthy Center 
 

“I love The Andrew Goodman Foundation so much and being a part of it has changed my life. I 
am so thankful for the opportunity to be a part of the team that is encouraging young people to 



 

 7 

get involved. I am so honored that I get to share Andy's story with my peers and educate them 
on things that were taught to me by the Foundation.” 
 
 

BECKY GARCIA 
Vote Everywhere Ambassador, Fairleigh Dickenson University – Metro Campus 
 
“I decided to join Vote Everywhere because I was very interested in the American 
vote and politics in general. After I graduate, I also would like to attend law school 

and go into politics or work with the government. It is my passion to bring change and make my 
voice be heard.” 
 
 

JOSEPH HILL 
Vote Everywhere Alumnus, Queens College 
Program Facilitator in Applied Theatre 
Representative, Governor Cuomo’s NY Stands with Puerto Rico Recovery & 
Rebuilding CUNY Service Corps 

 
“My participation in The Andrew Goodman Foundation’s programs taught me servant leadership 
and using art as activism. I will be applying to the Ph.D. program in Performance Studies at UC 
Berkeley so I can create curriculum which will change the way artists view business and civic 
engagement, which was in part inspired by my experience with the Foundation.” 
 
 

EVAN MALBROUGH 
Vote Everywhere Ambassador, Georgia State University 
 
“Thanks to the program I found a love for writing about voting.”  
 


