
Let Red Hook Vote!
A campaign for an 

accessible District 5 polling site

www.election.bard.edu



For decades, Bard College students have experienced undue and unjustified 
barriers to voting. The egregious disenfranchisement tactics occurred 
consistently until the year 2004. During that time, young registered voters 
in Dutchess County were systematically barred from voting through the use 
of a “supplemental” questionnaire. The practice ended in 2004, after 
students and administrators from Bard, Vassar, and Marist, civil rights 
organizations, and a bi-partisan group of local elected officials united to put 
an end to this unjust practice. Since then, conditions have improved but an end to this unjust practice. Since then, conditions have improved but 
litigation was required in 2009 and in 2012 to ensure the equal treatment 
and enfranchisement of college-age voters.

Today, Election@Bard, on behalf of the voters residing in this 
district, is urging for the relocation of the Red Hook District 5 
polling site to Bard College.

Currently, 68% of all voters in District 5 reside on Bard College property. 
The current polling site, St. John’s Church in Barrytown, is located miles 
away on an un-lit and high-speed county road with no pedestrian 
sidewalks. In addition, the current polling site is inaccessible by mass 
transit. However, a polling site at Bard College would be accessible by 
LOOP Bus. It is important to note that, in 2010, NYS Election Law was 
amended to give preference to sites accessible by mass transit (NY Elec L § 
4-104 [6] [a]).4-104 [6] [a]).

A polling site on Bard’s campus would be immediately accessible 
by foot to 68% of all voters in this voting district.

We demand the relocation of the Barrytown polling site to Bard College. 
We are 623 voters strong and growing, and we urge both decision-makers 
in this matter, the Red Hook Town Board and the Dutchess County Board 
of Elections, to recognize the importance of equal access to a polling site 
and the need for one on Bard’s campus. This same request was made in the 
year 2009. 

For untold reasons, the Board of Elections denied the Red Hook For untold reasons, the Board of Elections denied the Red Hook 
Town Board’s recommendation to relocate the District 5 polling 
site. This matter must be reconsidered. 

About
The Need For A New Polling Site



We Are Not the Outliers
We Are 68% of District 5 Voters

In November of 2014, the most recent general election day, 916 
voters were eligible to cast a ballot in our election district. Of 
those 916 eligible voters, 68% lived on Bard’s campus.

Source: Active RH District 5 voters provided via e-mail by the Dutchess County Board of Elections on 11/03/14.



This state-mandated survey was completed in 2010.

Notice that this 
sketch suggests 
that the Barrytown 
polling site comfort-
ably and spaciously 
accommodates 7 
voting booths.

From State Survey...



...To Election Day Reality
Barrytown during Election Day 2012



This map depicts the population density across RH 
Voting District 5, with areas colored red being the 
most densely populated and areas colored yellow and 
blue being less densely populated. 

The two primary centers of population both lie on The two primary centers of population both lie on 
Bard College's campus, centered around two 
groupings of dormitories that comprise North and 
South campus. It is undeniable that the vast majority 
of voters eligible to vote live on Bard’s campus.

This map was compiled using data provided by the This map was compiled using data provided by the 
Dutchess County Board of Elections. The map was 
plotted using individual data points that each 
represent the housing addresses of all voters who 
were eligible to vote, in-person, at Barrytown on 
Election Day 2014. 

A detailed breakdown of methodology is provided in A detailed breakdown of methodology is provided in 
the Appendix.

Where Do Voters Reside?
Population Density Map of RH Voting District 5





An Ideal Alternative
Bard College Offers its Facilities for Use



WE URGE:
The Red Hook Town Board to pass a resolution, like it did 
in 2009, recommending that the Board of Elections relocate 
the District 5 Polling Site to Bard College. 

The The Dutchess County Board of Elections to uphold the 
rights of Red Hook's voters and stand up for accessibility and 
equity.

The members of the Red Hook Community to join the 200+ 
voters who have already signed a letter of support. Please 
email us at election@bard.edu.

Moving Forward





Election@Bard is a student-led, non-partisan initiative for voter 
engagement supported by the Bard Center for Civic Engagement, 
Bard’s Student Government, and The Andrew Goodman Foundation.

www.election.bard.edu/projects

www.election.bard.edu
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